






 

 
 

 
Questions and Answers about Medicare Prescription Drug Coverage 

What is Medicare prescription drug coverage? 
On January 1, 2006, a prescription drug benefit was made 
available to everyone eligible for Medicare. This benefit is 
provided through private companies that are approved by 
Medicare to administer this benefit. To be approved, each 
company must offer coverage that is at least as good as the 
standard (minimum) Medicare Drug coverage. The drug 
plans may vary in what prescription drugs are covered, how 
much you must pay, and which pharmacies you can use. 
Some plans may offer enhanced prescription drug benefits 
at an additional monthly cost. 

There also are special provisions for eligible retirees who 
have access to prescription drug coverage through their 
former employers, as do eligible retirees of USNH.  

The monthly premiums also vary from state to state. In 2025 
the average basic premium for Medicare Part D is expected 
to be $36.78. 

What does standard Medicare prescription drug 
coverage provide? 
Plans vary, but the standard coverage plan 


